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the result that interlopers were again excluded from the
trade*.
During the Civil War the Company's trade suffered
severely from the disturbed condition of the country, while
the energies of its members were absorbed in political
activities. The Dutch seized the opportunity to develop
their woollen industry and shipping, and to invade the
German market with their cloth2. The clothiers made
complaint to Parliament "of the deadness of their trade
in London, and that the merchants would not take off their
cloth or part with the moneys owing to them "; and the
House of Lords warned the Company to buy the cloth or
else the trade would be thrown open8. But the Long
Parliament did not venture to infringe the vested interests
of wealthy corporations; it needed their financial support
in the struggle against the King; and in 1643 the Merchant
Adventurers purchased with a loan of £30,000 4 the confirma-
tion of all their privileges5. In the same year Charles I.
threw the trade open on the ground that London was in
rebellion 6. The parliamentary ordinance proved ineffective;
within a short time interlopers were trading ' in ample
manner '; and the Company protested in vain 7. Under the
Commonwealth it petitioned for the re-establishment of its
' government'; and hi 1656 the Protector ratified its charters
and restricted the trade in cloth to the mart towns, despite
the remonstrances of the interlopers 8.
1 State Papers Domestic, 1634-1635, p. 346 ; Rymer, Foedera, xix. 583;
Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 1685. The Company's
privileges were confirmed in 1639 : Rymer, Foedera, xx. 342.
* Coke, Treatise (1675), iii. 34.    See infra, vol. iii. 317.
8 House of Lords Journals, iv. 237 (1641).
*" Veneris (1662), 30. But Whitelock stated in his Memorials of the
English Affairs (ed. 1853), i. 213 : " I was in the chair of a committee to
treat with the Merchant Adventurers . . . about confirming some of their
patents and their loan of /6o,ooo to the Parliament."
5 Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum, 1.310-311. House of Commons
Journals, ii. 893 ; iii. 237, 518.
8 Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 2510. In 1644 he
allowed the inhabitants of Cornwall for their loyalty to trade with any
place, a privilege revoked in 1674 : State Papers Domestic, 1673-1675, p. 291.
7	State Papers Domestic, 1650, p. 21 ; Newcastle Merchant Adventurers,
L 138-139 (1645).
8	State Papers Domestic, 1649-1650, p. 65 ;  1650, p. 21 ;  1655, p. 132 ;
1655-1656, p. 318;   1658-1659, p. 100.   Tudor and Stuart Proclamations
fcontd.l

